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ever unorthodox, appealed to them. Party opinion swung fegjdly to his side, and the All-Russian conference of the Bolsheviks T^W* pf^,
April 24 to 29 approved by a large majority the program which pSrtf* leaders had rejected three weeks earlier. The slogan "All power to the Soviets" endorsed by the conference was not yet a call for the immediate overthrow of the Provisional Government but a program of long-range revolutionary action: the strengthening of the Soviet system and the bringing of the Soviets under Bolshevik control. Bolshevik leadership was still to experience reverses, but as long as the party retained the monopoly of the only policy (peace and land) that commanded the support of the masses freed from restraint, its ultimate victory was merely a matter of time. The Bolsheviks had an important part in the events of April which led to the resignation of Guchkov and Miliukov and the reconstruction of the Provisional Government. Kerensky and his fellow ministers in the coalition governments of May-October endeavored to check the agrarian revolution and the spontaneous demobilization of the army by upholding the iction of Russia's will to fight the war to a victorious end and by promises of a land reform. These policies did not meet the wishes of the masses, and the government was powerless to enforce them. Therefore they were bound to fail.